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ABSTRACT 
 

The purpose of this study is to find out the value of the ability to understand 

elementary school children who like to play mobile phones due to the 

impact of free internet around the South Tangerang mayor's office. This 

research method uses a quantitative approach consisting of test results and 

interview surveys. There were 50 samples of internet-addicted children 

from 150 populations in the region who received free internet access in 

South Tangerang. Data processing uses frequency distribution. It was found 

that the average reading comprehension ability score in children who are 

addicted to the internet is 69. The highest value of reading comprehension 

ability is the ability to search for information, search, access and find explicit 

information from the discourse, namely understanding the context, the 

ability to find the subject of thought and the ability to answer questions 

where the answer is in the text. The lowest reading comprehension ability 

is that students have difficulty answering with their own opinions. Students 

who often use the internet have difficulty expressing the concept of text 

thoughts and concluding the content of the text. 

Keywords: 5th grade elementary school students, internet addiction, 
reading comprehension ability test results 
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In 2015, the South Tangerang Government in collaboration with PT 
Telkom Indonesia facilitated free internet in green open spaces. .  One 
hundred points that are planned for free internet are in the area of the office 
of the Mayor of South Tangerang, Banten province, Indonesia. The 
installation of free wifi in South Tangerang includes health centers, village 
offices, sub-district village offices, mosques, community halls, reading 
gardens and other public facilities. . In 2021, the Independent Learning 
Curriculum was enacted throughout Indonesia. The independent learning 
curriculum emphasizes language and numerical skills. In 2023, the 
independent teaching evaluation system will be implemented, namely the 
Minimum Student Assessment (AKM) which has referred to the PISA Test 
standard. This AKM is used to measure students' minimum ability to master 
language and mathematics comprehension scores. This AKM is applied to 
grade 5 students of elementary schools throughout Indonesia. Report The 
average score of AKM at Serua 1 Ciputat Elementary School has decreased, 
namely 53. Serua 1 Elementary School is an elementary school that has a 
distance of 500 meters from the South Tangerang Mayor's Office. Most of 
the students are domiciled not far from the office of the mayor of South 
Tangerang (South Tangerang).  5 kilometers away, residents who live near 
the office of the mayor of Tangerang get free internet access facilities.  The 
results of the study on the negative impact of the use of gadgets on the 
language ability of elementary school children have an impact on children's 
communication skills, social interaction and language  (Diskominfo South 
Tangerang, 2015)       (R Siregar Annisa, 2022)        (March, 2018),   (Tanjung 
et al., 2022)       (Al Ulil Amri et al., 2020)        

Based on the results of interviews with the principal of  Serua 1 
National elementary School ,  Waskito privat elementary School and 
research reports related to the negative impact of gadget use, it was found 
that there was a decrease in reading comprehension skills for 5th grade 
elementary school students who lived around the South Tangerang mayor's 
office. This research is useful to provide input to local governments to 
reconsider the installation of wifi in public spaces. The purpose of this study 
is to find out the value of understanding elementary school children who 
like to use mobile phones due to the impact of free internet around the 
South Tangerang mayor's office.  This research also provides input to 
schools to find the right learning strategy for children who are addicted to 
playing the internet on mobile phones. 

The process of reading comprehension involves constructing a 
coherent mental representation of the text in the reader's memory. The 
mental representation of this text is the product of reading comprehension 
after finishing reading the reading. This representation construction occurs 
at any time when the reader is reading.  This is called the active reading 
process. The foundation of reading comprehension is word identification 
and word encoding. As individuals become better at these skills and are able 
to read words, they should move on to learning the true meaning of the 
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words they read. Knowing and understanding what is being read is the key 
to reading comprehension.  In the process of comprehension of reading, 
there are stages that are considered difficult for children when the process 
of comprehending the content of a reading is researched by Stahl said that 
sentence recognition is a difficult task, all available cognitive resources can 
be consumed by the task of decoding, leaving little or nothing when used in 
interpretation.  (Traxler, 1967)       (Harvey, 2016)        (Stahl, 2017)       The 
impact of low reading comprehension ability is 1. Lack of general 
comprehension skills causes children to draw unskilled conclusions. 2. Lack 
of understanding makes students draw conclusions for a long time.3. Lack 
of comprehension skills makes students have limited processing ability to 
make conclusions and limited ability to inform previous knowledge. 
(Snowling & Hulme, 2008)       The measurement of reading comprehension 
ability uses a standard issued by the Ministry of Education known as the 
National Assessment of Students   (Andikayana et al., 2021)        

 
Table 1: 

Components of Minimum Competency Assessment (AKM) 

 

The form of the AKM test made by the Ministry of Education and 
Culture has adjusted to the PISA standard which is formulated as "the ability 
to understand, use, and reflect on written material to achieve personal 
goals, form personal knowledge and potential, and participate in social 
activities. (Ministry of Education and Culture, 2020)        

All reading learning processes need to be evaluated to measure the 
success of learning and students' mastery of the material they read. There 

Instruments Reading literacy 

Satisfied  Information Text, a text that aims to provide facts, data, and 
information in the context of developing scientific insights and 
knowledge 
Fiction Text, a text that aims to provide the experience of getting 
entertainment, enjoying stories and doing contemplation to 
reading. 

Cognitive 
Processes 

Finding Information, searching, accessing and finding explicit 
information from discourse. 
Interpretation and integration, understanding explicit and 
implicit information, combining interpretation between parts of 
the text to produce inference. 
Evaluation and reflection, assessing the credibility, 
suitability and reliability of the text and being able to relate the 
content of the text to other things outside the text.\ 

Context Personal, related to his personal interests. 
Socio-cultural, related to individual interests, culture and social 
issues 
Scientific, related to issues, activities, and good scientific facts 
that have been done maupoun futuristic. 
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are points that teachers must master in making test instruments. The gap in 
this study was found to be the result of the achievement of students who 
are addicted to internet addiction due to easy access to get a free internet 
network in South Tangerang. The results of the interview found that those 
who were addicted to the internet were students from middle-class and 
upper-middle-class families who were given android mobile phone 
facilities by parents and parents let their children freely play the internet 
indefinitely.  

The research of the same name that has been carried out before in 
2019 was carried out entitled The Effect of Smartphone Addiction, 
Achievement Motivation, and Textbook Reading Intensity on Students' 
Academic Achievement. This study shows that in children who are addicted 
to mobile phones, there is a decrease in reading comprehension ability 
which affects a decrease in learning achievement. In 2021, a research was 
conducted in Aceh with the title The Effect of Gadgets On The Development 
of Interest In Reading. This study found that children who like to play online 
games experience language skills delays. In 2023 there will be a research on 
reading comprehension entitled The Effect of Gadgets On The Development 
of Interest In Reading Based on the findings of journals from 2019 to 2023, 
the novelty of this research can be found, namely 1. (Bukhori et al., 2019; 
Husna et al., 2021; Sari et al., 2023) found that students who had a high level 
of intense internet gaming had a moderate interest in reading  This study 
focuses on the impact of internet addiction on reading comprehension 
ability in elementary school children. This topic is still relatively new and 
has not been widely researched, especially in Indonesia. This makes it 
relevant  to the current situation where the internet has become an integral 
part of the lives of 2 children. This study uses the Minimum Ability 
Assessment (AKM) test to measure students' reading comprehension 
ability. AKM is the latest measurement tool used by the Indonesian 
government to assess students' literacy skills. The use of AKM gives 
strength to research because the data is standardized and can be compared 
with national results.3. This analysis provides a deeper understanding of 
the impact of internet addiction on reading ability. 4. The findings of this 
study have important implications for educational policy and practice. The 
results of this study can be used to develop intervention programs that help 
children who are addicted to the internet improve their reading skills. In 
addition, these findings can also be used to increase awareness among 
teachers and parents about the negative impact of internet addiction on 
children's learning abilities. 5. This study makes a significant contribution 
to the research literature on the impact of internet addiction on reading 
ability. The findings of this study may help expand understanding of this 
issue and encourage further research in the future. 

The standard reading comprehension assessment indicators 
according to (Johnston, 1981), (Savage, 2006), (Stahl 2017) can be 
summarized as a group of basic skills for reading comprehension, the nine 
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basic skills are as follows: a. vocabulary mastered by students, b. ability to 
interpret a text, c. ability to organize a text. d. the ability to determine the 
main thought on a subject in each paragraph, e. the ability to answer 
questions in a part of a text, f. the ability to conclude a reading, g. the ability 
to understand the implicit meaning of a work, h. the ability to understand a 
reading. Children's thinking ability also affects their language skills. Allen 
and Marrots noted that there are 8 developmental traits of speaking and 
speaking in children aged 11 to 12 years, namely a. His language skills are 
getting perfecter, b. Enjoys talking and arguing, c. Perfect in compiling long 
and complex language structures, d. already have 400 to 5000 vocabulary 
words mastered, e. the ability to understand other people's sentences When 
speaking, e. understand the implied sentences of another person's 
communication and the reading read, f. understand the concept of sounds 
heard and read, g. master certain language styles.                      (Grellet, 1981)         
(Allen & Lynn R. Marotz, 2010)        
 
METHOD  
 

 The methodology of this research uses a quantitative approach 
consisting of test results and interview surveys. The survey was conducted 
on a population group of 5th grade elementary school children who live 
around the mayor's office in South Tangerang. The data collection uses 
Cluster Samples, which only finds the population and random sampling of 
all elementary schools in areas that receive free internet facilities, namely 
around the South Tangerang Mayor's office. There were 2 elementary 
schools, namely  Serua 1 National Elementary School  and a private 
elementary school, namely SD Waskito.  The population is 150 students. 
Meanwhile, the sample used for [research is a small sample that has a 
degree of uniformity, namely the length of time spent playing the internet 
through an Android type handphone is more than 2 hours a day in 5th grade 
elementary school children. The results of the survey found that there were 
60 children from upper-middle-class families who were given android 
mobile phone facilities by their parents. Supervision from the family is 
lacking and tends to give students the freedom to play the internet at any 
time and is supported by free internet around the South Tangerang wlikota 
office area.  The more uniform the population, the smaller the sample will 
be. If the population is perfectly uniform, then only one elementary unit out 
of the entire population is representative enough. Uniformity The research 
sample was obtained from the results of interviews with fifth-grade 
elementary school students who attended school in an area with free 
internet access, namely in the Serua area near the office of the Mayor of 
South Tangerang, 60 of the same samples were found, which consisted of 
35 male students and 25 female students. The collection of data on students' 
reading comprehension ability was carried out with a multiple-choice test 
totaling 25 questions. The grid of instruments based on the Component of 
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the Dayng Evaluation Instrument was made by the Ministry of Basic 
Education called the Minimum Ability Assessment on Reading 
Comprehension of fifth grade elementary school children. Data processing 
using frequency distribution. The frequency distribution was used to 
measure small classes, namely 4 classes in 11-year-old children who were 
in the 5th grade of elementary school in two elementary schools near the 
office of the Mayor of South Tangerang.  All tests have zero grade 
achievements. All reading comprehension skills     (Singarimbun Masri & 
Efendi Sofian, 1982)        

 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION  
 

In this study, the assessment test of minimum literacy ability is used, 

especially on the ability to understand reading.  The results of the multiple-

choice reading comprehension test on 60 samples of children who actively 

play the internet for more than two hours per day in grade 5 SD Serua 1 and 

SD Waskito show that the average score of your reading ability is 63. The 

minimum school ability assessment score for grade 5 which is in accordance 

with the government's target uses a range of 1-4.  A value of 1 means less, a 

value of 2 means moderate and a value of 3 means good while a value of 4 

means This indicates that children who live near the office of the mayor of 

South Tangerang and they are children who are active users of Handphone 

for more than two hours a day have a decrease in the achievement of 

reading comprehension skills. The description of the ability level, 

competency description, and reading comprehension indicators listed in 

the Minimum Ability Assessment (AKM) are as follows. 

Reading Comprehension Ability Competency 

Table 2:   
Competence of reading comprehension ability 
Reading Comprehension Ability Competency 

Finding Information, searching, accessing and finding explicit 
information from discourse 

69 

Interpretation and integration understand explicit and implicit 
information, combining interpretation between parts of the text to 
produce inference 

69 

Evaluation and reflection, assessing the credibility, suitability and 
reliability of the text and being able to relate the content of the text to 
other things outside the text 

56 

In general, the average reading comprehension ability of 5th grade 

elementary school students is 63. It can be seen in the table that the ability 

of students who experience internet addiction is only limited to finding 

information, searching, accessing and finding explicit information from 
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discourse and students are able to interpret and interpret between parts of 

the text to produce inference of both abilities resulting in an average of 69. 

The score of 69 obtained by students who are addicted to the internet is still 

considered to be lacking, while the language AKM score is at least 70. The 

lowest score of reading comprehension ability obtained by students in the 

ability to evaluate and reflect on the credibility, appropriateness and 

reliability of the text and being able to relate the content of the text with 

other things outside the text got 56 points. 

Finding Information, searching, accessing and finding explicit 
information from discourse. 
 

Table 3:  
Finding Information, searching, accessing and finding explicit information from 

discourse. 
Finding Information, searching, accessing and finding explicit 
information from discourse 

Contextual Capabilities 87 

Ability to choose the main thoughts of a passage 82 

Ability to answer specific questions answered in a sentence 79 

The ability to answer a question that is answered in a passage but not in 
the words in which the question is asked 

30 

In the competence of finding information, searching, accessing and 

finding explicit information from the discourse, it can be described that the 

ability of students on the indicators of context ability and ability to choose 

the main thoughts of a part gets a score of 87 and 82 respectively. Students 

who are addicted to the internet also get a good score, namely 79 on the 

ability to answer special questions answered in a sentence. However, in the 

indicator of the ability to answer questions answered in a part but not in the 

statement submitted, it gets a score below the AKM, which is 30. Conclusion 

At this level, students who are addicted to the internet are only able to 

answer questions where the answer is in the text they read. However, when 

a statement is submitted whose answer is not in the text, only the 

vocabulary is changed, but the same means that the student has difficulty 

answering.  

Interpretation and integration understand explicit and implicit information, 
combining interpretation between parts of the text to produce inference 

Table 4:  
Interpretation and integration understand explicit and implicit information, 

combining interpretation between parts of the text to produce inference. 
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Interpretation and integration understand explicit and implicit 
information, combining interpretation between parts of the text to 
produce inference 
Ability to interpret and respond to readings 0,67 
Ability to use Concepts 0,74 

 

In the Competency of Interpretation, understanding explicit and 

implicit information, combining interpretation between parts of the text to 

produce inference, the results were obtained that students' ability to 

interpret and respond to reading was low on average at an average score of 

67. Here it can be seen that students have difficulty retelling the chronology 

of a story that they read consecutively in non-fiction texts. Students 

experienced an increase in scores above the AKM, which was 74 in the 

ability to use concepts. The ability to use concepts here students understand 

the course of a certain event process in non-fiction texts. 

Describe interrelated concepts in non-fiction texts 

Evaluation and reflection, assessing the credibility, suitability and 

reliability of the text and being able to relate the content of the text to 

other things outside the text. 

 

Table 5:  
Evaluation and reflection, assessing the credibility, suitability and 

reliability of the text and being able to relate the content of the text to 
other things outside the text. 

 
Evaluation and reflection, assessing the credibility, suitability and 
reliability of the text and being able to relate the content of the text to 
other things outside the text 
The ability to determine the author's purpose, intent, and point of view, i.e. 
to draw conclusions about a writer 

63 

The ability to draw conclusions from a passage about its content. 50 

 

In the competence of evaluation and reflection, assessing the 

credibility, suitability and reliability of the text and associating the content 

of the text with other things outside the text, the average student 

experienced a decrease in score below the AKM, which was 56. This is due 

to the low ability of students' indicators in determining the author's 

purpose and point of view, namely drawing conclusions about a writer 

getting a score below the AKM, which is 63. Students who are addicted to 
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the internet also have difficulty deducing from the parts of the text they 

read. It can be concluded that students have difficulty if they deduce in their 

own words the meaning of a text according to their own point of view. 

Students are not able to summarize text explanations from a print or 

electronic media. 

 

Discussion 

Based on the presentation of the reporting of reading 

comprehension skills, it can be known that students who are addicted to the 

internet have difficulty making their own answers that are not contained in 

the reading text. Students who are addicted to the internet have difficulty if 

they are asked to tell the chronology of an event using their own words. 

Students who are addicted to the internet have difficulty making summaries 

with their own sentences after reading a non-fiction text. Students who are 

addicted to the internet have difficulty composing sentences to summarize 

the explanation of a text using their own words. In the problem of students 

who are addicted to the internet having low ability to compose their own 

sentences after reading the text, it can be concluded that students have 

difficulty stringing words and sentences because of the limited vocabulary 

they have, less able to retell, make a summary of a text they have read. The 

findings of the research results of the impact of internet addiction on 

reading comprehension ability are in accordance with what Snowing said 

(Snowling & Hulme, 2008  The problem of students' ability is caused by the 

lack of practice in composing sentences based on everything in their minds. 

This happens because students are more active in watching pictures than 

reading texts on the internet. So that what is stored in brain memory is the 

result of watching images, listening to the sound of movies on information 

in the form of text on the internet.  In children who experience internet 

access, there is a delay in mastering vocabulary which should be 4000 to 

5000 vocabulary. Having the ability to understand express and implied 

meanings is due to the lack of socialization with their social environment. 

They are engrossed in mobile phones so that they lack attention to the 

surrounding environment and have an impact on the ability to understand 

reading skills This is a negative impact of children who are addicted to the 

internet.  One of the factors that decrease students' reading comprehension 

ability is that internet playing activities are more dominated by images and 

sounds such as games, youtube and social media, They understand things 

better through images and sounds by seeing. Students rarely hone their 

reading skills through the internet, which has an impact on their ability to 
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understand reading at school. The process of reading comprehension is a 

process where it begins to see a series of sentence arrangements through 

the eyes of the information captured by the eyes is passed on to                     

(Allen & Lynn R. Marotz, 2010),  (Kuss & Griffiths, 2012)                            

(Quwaider et al., 2019),       (Kuss, 2013),       (Farchakh et al., 2020),       

cognitive, including the perception of writing symbols, recognizing the 

sounds of letters, and understanding information that is connected to 

previously acquired knowledge. Also involves emotional and psychomotor 

behaviors (Razı, 2008) The process of reading comprehension is rare 

because they lack access to information in the form of electronic reading. In 

the activity of exploring the virtual world (Basaran, 2013), it is more about 

the process of understanding long-term knowledge. Understanding 

knowledge through direct experience instead of understanding reading 

through reading (Cain, Oakhill, et al., 2004),        (Snowling & Hulme, 2008)          

(Pollatsek et al., 2015)       (Cain, Lemmon, et al., 2004),     activities The lack 

of reading activities in e-books, reading various information on the internet 

affects students' understanding of reading. 

Students who actively use android mobile phones have above-average 

ability to understand reading at the level of finding information expressed 

in a reading. They have above-average abilities in the ability to understand 

a reading sentence so that they are also able to determine Main sentence. 

They are also able to answer questions whose answers are in the kalmat.  

Duke n Pearson said that reading ability can be improved by going through 

various types of text. The ability to understand information increased from 

language obtained from social media that they actively viewed through 

mobile phones.   (Duke & Pearson, n.d.)        

Conclusion 

This investigation was carried out in areas that received free wifi 

access facilities, namely in the Serua area, South Tangerang. In this study, it 

was found that children who actively use the internet are children who 

come from able parents. There are two schools in the free wifi area, namely 

Serua 1 National Elementary School and Waskito elementary School. From 

150 interview questionnaires, 60 students were found to spend more than 

two hours a day playing games and social media. The results of the reading 

comprehension ability test found that the average score of the 

comprehension ability of children who like to play the internet through 

mobile phones is 69. The highest score of reading comprehension ability is 

the ability to find information, search, access and find explicit information 
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from discourse, namely understanding the context, the ability to find the 

main thoughts and the ability to answer questions where the answer is in 

the text. The lowest reading comprehension ability is that students have 

difficulty answering with their own opinions. Students who often use the 

internet have difficulty revealing the concept of a text's mind and 

concluding the content of the text. 
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